100+ COOL THINGS ABOUT DALTON

Community + Culture

1.CLILA’s Festival del Sabor Latin Taste Festival - Savor authentic Latin American cuisine,
music, and dance in this vibrant celebration of culture and community.

2. Dia de los Muertos at Creative Arts Guild - Honor loved
ones through colorful altars, art, and tradition during this
meaningful Day of the Dead event.

3. Mexican Independence Day at the Fairgrounds -
Celebrate Mexican heritage with live performances, food,
and family-friendly festivities.

Dia de los Muertos

4. Quinceaiieras at the Dalton Convention Center - Experience the beauty and tradition
of this cherished coming-of-age celebration for young Latinas.

5. Gratefull Community Thanksgiving Event - Join neighbors from
all walks of life for a free, city-wide outdoor meal that celebrates
unity and gratitude.

6. Juneteenth Week Celebrations - Commemorate the end of
slavery with a week of music, history, and cultural pride

throughout the community.

" Gratefull

7. Martin Luther King, Jr Banquet - Honor Dr. King's legacy through inspiring speakers,
community awards, and a shared vision of justice.

8. Festival Guadalupe - Celebrate Our Lady of Guadalupe
with music, dance, and devotion in one of Dalton’s most
beloved cultural traditions.

9. Believe Greater Dalton - A powerful community movement
dedicated to inspiring hope, fostering growth, and creating
lasting positive change in Dalton.

10. Volunteering as a community coach, or at the Senior Center, Mack Gaston
Community Center, Keep Dalton Whitfield Beautiful, United Way, Big Brothers and Big
Sisters, and morel!



History + Heritage

11. Bandy Heritage Center at Dalton State College - Explore local history through curated
exhibits and artifacts highlighting Northwest Georgia's rich heritage.

12. Dalton Battlefield Park - Walk the grounds where Civil War battles once raged and

discover interpretive markers telling the story of Dalton’s role in the conflict.

13. The Huff House - A preserved antebellum home

offering a glimpse into 19th-century life in Dalton.

14. The Blunt House - Step back in time with this

historic residence, known for its architectural beauty

and connection to early Dalton leadership. The Huff House
15. The Hamilton House - Experience Victorian charm o =
and learn about one of Dalton’s founding families in
this historic home museum.

16. The Clisby Austin House - A Civil War landmark that

once served as a Confederate hospital and hosted

General Sherman. The Cllsby Aushn House

17. The Civil War Show at the Dalton Convention Center- Immerse yourself in living
history with artifacts, vendors, and information bringing the Civil War to life.

18. Civil War History Driving Tour — Take a self-guided tour of Dalton’s key Civil War
sites, complete with historical markers and stories of the past.

19. The Emery Center for African American History — Celebrate African American

culture and contributions through engaging exhibits in a historic former school.

20. Textile Legacy Driving Tour — Discover Dalton’s identity as
the Carpet Capital of the World with this tour highlighting its
rich textile history.

21. Tunnel Hill - Discover Dalton’s identity as the Carpet Capital
of the World with this tour highlighting its rich textile history.

Tunnel Hill



22. The Mill - A restored mill that showcases Dalton’s
industrial past and its evolution through time.

23. Crown Garden and Archives — Preserving the

14

legacy of Crown Cotton Mills, this space offers both i

archival research and a peek into the area’s textile

) B

roots —
The Mill
Art + Creativity

24. The Creative Arts Guild Robert Webb Sculpture Gallery - Explore striking
contemporary sculptures in this ever-evolving outdoor gallery space.
25. Creative Arts Guild Annual Festival - Enjoy a weekend of art, music, food, and

family fun celebrating local and regional artists.

26. Creative Arts Guild Art & Soul - An elegant
evening of live music, art, and fundraising that
supports arts education and programming.
27. First Fridays at the Creative Arts Guild -

Celebrate community and creativity with monthly

exhibits, music, and artist meet-and-greets.

28. Student Art Exhibit at the Creative Arts Guild -
Discover the rising talents of young local artists in

this colorful and inspiring showcase.

29. Mayelli’s Paint and Sip - Unleash your inner
artist while enjoying wine and a fun, guided

painting experience.

Mayelli’s Paint and Sip



30. Public Art and Murals - Take a stroll through downtown and enjoy vibrant murals

and installations that reflect Dalton’s unique identity.

31. Shakespeare in the Park - Experience classic theatre under the stars with live
performances of Shakespeare’s beloved plays.

32. Dalton State Artist Series at Dalton State College - Attend world-class concerts and
performances hosted right on campus, open to students and the public.

33. Dalton Little Theatre - Catch live local theater productions in this intimate,
community-driven performance space.

34. Artistic Civic Theatre - Enjoy diverse, high-quality performances from musicals to

dramas, presented by passionate local talent.

35. The Snow Queen, presented by the Creative
Arts Guild - Be transported into a magical winter
tale in this enchanting dance and theatrical

production.

The Snow Queen

36. The Nutcracker, presented by the Dalton Arts
Project - Delight in a beloved holiday tradition
with dazzling costumes, graceful dancers, and a

timeless store

The Nutcracker



Music + Events

37. Friendship House Music Festival - Support
local children and families while enjoying a day

of live music, food, and fun.

38. Civitan Music Festival - A community-focused
festival featuring great bands and local talent to

benefit local causes.

39. Off the Rails Summer Music Series - Free

outdoor concerts in downtown Dalton
showcasing regional bands in a lively, family-

friendly setting.

40. Pops in Burr Park - Relax with a picnic and

enjoy live orchestral music under the stars.

41. Moonlight & Moonshine at Tunnel Hill - An
atmospheric evening of music, history, and

Southern charm in the historic Tunnel Hill setting.

42. Dalton Brewing Company Block Party - Local
brews, food trucks, and live music make this

community event a favorite hangout.

43. Woodsongs Concert Series - Enjoy intimate
acoustic performances from talented regional and

national musicians.

44. Local Networking Groups like the Greater Dalton Chamber, 706, One Degree
Dalton, North Georgia Women in Business, and more. - Grow your connections and

business impact through dynamic local networking communities.



45. Downtown Dalton Holiday Open House - Kick off the holiday season with festive
shopping, treats, and cheerful community vibes.

46. Downtown Dalton Farmers Market - Shop local produce, handmade goods, and
crafts while connecting with local growers and artisans.

47. Third Thursdays at The Mill - Enjoy art, music, and shopping during this monthly
community gathering at The Mill.

48. May Market at The Mill - A springtime celebration featuring local makers, food,
music, and family-friendly activities.

49. Cohutta Songwriters Festival - A celebration of storytelling through song, featuring

original performances from emerging and seasoned songwriters.

Fairs + Festivals + Shows

50. Prater’s Mill Festival - A beloved Southern tradition with crafts, music, food, and

heritage demonstrations by the riverside.

51. Baconcue Festival - Get your BBQ and bacon fix
with live music, local vendors, and family-friendly
entertainment.

52. Bill Gregory Healthcare Classic - A community
health and fitness event promoting wellness through a
5K race and family activities

53. Dalton Grand Prix Criterion Bike Race - High-speed

cycling thrills come to downtown with this exciting race Baconcue Festival

through city streets.

54. Vitruvian Health Pink Day - A fun and festive day of fitness and community
focused on breast cancer awareness and support.
55. Dalton Home Show - Discover the latest in home improvement, design, and

innovation from local experts and businesses.



56. Annual Coin & Stamp Show - Browse rare finds and connect with fellow collectors
at this niche and nostalgic event.

57 . Fried Pickle Festival - Celebrate all things pickle with zany contests, unique eats,
and fun for the whole family.

58. Dalton Pro Rodeo - Experience the excitement of bull riding, barrel racing, and
rodeo culture right here in Dalton.

59. North Georgia Fair - Enjoy classic fair fun with rides,
games, exhibits, and entertainment for all ages.

60. Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast - Gather with neighbors for a
warm breakfast that supports children and community programs. |
61. Southern Hot Rod Show - See powerful engines and shiny

classics in this high-octane car enthusiast’s dream event.

62. Car Shows in Downtown Dalton - Take in rows of stunning
North Georgia Fair
cars, from vintage classics to modern builds, in the heart of

downtown.

63. Car Shows at Westside - A community gathering spot for showcasing custom rides
and connecting over shared car passion.
64. Red Barn & Big Red Flea Markets - Treasure hunt your way through unique finds,

antiques, and handmade goods at these bustling local markets.
Holidays + Seasonal Magic

65. Christmas Tree Lighting at Burr Park - Kick off the
holiday season with music, hot cocoa, and the magical
lighting of the downtown Christmas tree.

66. Tree Lighting at the Courthouse - Gather with
neighbors to celebrate the season with carols and a
festive courthouse glow.

67. Christmas Lights at Brooker Farm - Drive through a

dazzling display of holiday lights and cheer at this local Christmas Tree Lighting

favorite. at Burr Park



68. Snow Days - Experience a winter wonderland with real snow play, perfect for kids
and families.

69. Downtown Dalton Trick or Treat -Stroll through downtown in costume for candy,
games, and safe Halloween fun.

70. Silver Bell Sprint - Run or walk through the festive streets of Dalton in this holiday-

themed community race.

71. Veterans Day Parade - Honor local

heroes with patriotic floats, marching

.......
.......

bands, and a proud display of community

gratitude.

Veterans Day Parade

72. Downtown Dalton Christmas Parade
- Celebrate the season with twinkling

lights, holiday floats, and Santa’s grand

arrival.

Downtown Dalton Christmas Parade

73. Fourth of July Fireworks - Enjoy food, fun, and a spectacular fireworks show

celebrating Independence Day.

74. Pops in Burr Park - A free outdoor concert series that brings live orchestral music
to the heart of downtown Dalton for all to enjoy.

75. Tour of Homes - Step inside beautifully decorated homes showcasing local holiday
flair and historic charm.

76. Dalton Homecoming Parade - Cheer on local schools with floats, marching bands,
and lots of school spirit.

77 . High School Proms - A cherished rite of passage where students celebrate in style

with music, dancing, and memories.



Sports + Outdoors

78. George W. Disney Trail - A steep, scenic hike with rich Civil War history and
rewarding mountain views.
79. Rocky Face Ridge - Explore miles of trails along rugged terrain with panoramic

views and historical landmarks.

80. Haig Mill Lake Park + Trail - Enjoy fishing, kayaking, and nature walks in this
peaceful park surrounding a scenic lake.

81. Mount Rachel Trail - A family-friendly trail offering a steady incline and rewarding
views of Dalton.

82. Raisin Woods Bike Trails - A hidden gem for mountain bikers with winding trails

through wooded terrain.

83. The Mill Line Trail - An urban
walking and biking path connecting
parks, neighborhoods, and

downtown sights.

The Mill Line Trail

84. Dalton State Trail System - Traverse a growing network of trails ideal for

walking, biking, and outdoor recreation.

85. Dalton State Athletics - Cheer on the
Roadrunners in basketball, soccer, cross

country, and more collegiate sports.

86. Dalton Brewing Company Running
Club - Weekly runs that start and end with

a local craft beer in hand.
Dalton Brewing Company Running Club



Sports + Outdoors
87. SOAL Running Club - Join passionate

runners for scenic group runs and outdoor

adventures.

88. Georgia Jewel 100 Mile Race — An

intense ultramarathon through North

Georgia’s breathtaking terrain. SOAL Running Club

89. Buzzards Roost 100 — A rugged trail race for elite endurance runners and
adventurers.

90. The Farm Collegiate Classic — A rugged trail race for elite endurance runners and
adventurers.

91. Senior Softball — Recreational softball leagues that keep Dalton’s seniors active
and engaged.

92. Miracle Field — An inclusive baseball field designed for players of all abilities to

shine.

93. County & City Rec Leagues— Year-round youth and adult leagues in a variety of

popular sports.

94. Playgrounds at Harlan Godfrey Civitan Park, Brookwood Park, Heritage Point

Park, and Haig Mill Lake Park — Family-friendly playgrounds where kids can climb,
swing, and play freely.

95. Pickleball Courts — Fast-paced fun for all ages at Dalton’s dedicated pickleball

courts.

96. Dog Park at Lakeshore — A fenced-in space for dogs to run, play, and make new

furry friends.



97. Friday night Football - Experience the electric energy of hometown pride under the
Friday night lights all season long.

98. Golf at Nob North - Tee off against the stunning North Georgia backdrop at one
of the region’s top public golf courses.

99. Disc Golf Courses - Explore our growing collection of disc golf courses—fun,
accessible, and perfect for all skill levels.

100. Downtown Dalton Farmer’s Market - Fresh produce, handmade goods, and local

connections await at our vibrant seasonal markets.

Pickleball Court ) Downtown Dalton Disc Golf Course
Farmer’s Market

Learning + Legacy
101. Dalton-Whitfield Public Library Programs - From story time to STEM, the library is

a hub of lifelong learning for all ages.

102. German and Spanish Immersion Programs at Dalton Public Schools - Students
gain a global edge through dynamic language immersion programs rooted in our
public schools.

103. Wright School of Business Forums - Thought-provoking panels and networking
events connect students with today’s business leaders.

104. L'Abri Symphony Orchestra - World-class music meets community engagement in
this beloved local symphony experience.

105. Field Days at local Public and Private Schools - A joyful tradition where students
come together for games, teamwork, and school spirit.

106. Georgia Northwestern Technical College Career Academy labs - Hands-on
training labs prepare students for real-world careers in high-demand industries right

here at home.



